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press release
21 March 2011
IT’S 200 YEARS AND COUNTING FOR STANDEDGE TUNNEL AS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS BEGIN
One of Yorkshire’s finest examples of industrial archaeology and one of the ‘Seven Wonders of the Waterways’ will be celebrating its 200th anniversary this April. 

Two hundred years after opening on April 4 1811, Standedge Tunnel and the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, will be marking the occasion with a special Bicentenary event over three days in honour of this extraordinary feat of engineering. 
For the very first time, the public are also in with a chance to win a chance to ‘leg’ through the tunnel themselves by taking part in a radio competition in the run up to the birthday weekend. 

For the very first time, the public are also in with a chance to win an opportunity to ‘leg’ through the tunnel themselves by taking part in a radio competition in the run up to the birthday event. 

Planned activities for the celebrations include:

· The Horseboating Society will be ‘legging’ the tunnel:

· Saturday 2 April: legging one boat, Diggle to Marsden. 10:30-11:30am the horse drawn boat will be coming up through Diggle Locks. Then at 1:00pm cheer the boat into the tunnel and join a 4 mile guided walk over the tunnel to Marsden to meet the boat being legged through the tunnel.
· Sunday 3 April: legging three boats, Marsden to Diggle. From 1.00pm cheer three horseboats into the tunnel at Marsden and join a 4 mile guided walk over the tunnel from Marsden to Diggle to meet the boats.
· Monday 4 April: legging three boats, Diggle to Marsden. From 10.00am cheer three horseboats into the tunnel at Diggle and join a 4 mile guided walk over the tunnel from Diggle to Marsden to meet the boats.
· Guided walks on 3 days over the tunnel top following the route of the canal boat horses.

· A wildlife and sensory garden made from recycled lock gates is being officially opened along with an all new children’s playground area

· Bicentenary mosaic art project continuing throughout the weekend following on from project work in local schools (in conjunction with Artswork Creative Communities).  
· Arts and craft fair from local artists in the visitor centre 

Construction of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal was sanctioned by an Act of Parliament in 1794 and was finally finished after 16 years of hard labour, completed under the supervision of some of the finest engineers of the Industrial Revolution including Benjamin Outram, John Rooth and latterly, Thomas Telford who was the consultant overseeing the final section. 
The first boat went through the tunnel on December 10th, 1810, before the tunnel was officially opened on April 4th 1811.  When it finally opened to navigation in 1811, it became the third transpennine waterway after the Leeds & Liverpool and Rochdale canals. 

James Dean, visitor services manager for Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre, said: “It’s amazing to think that the tunnel and canal are today celebrating their 200th anniversary. Standedge is a unique place and this is a very proud moment for everyone who’s played a part in the tunnel’s life, because after 200 years it’s still one of the major landmarks of the waterways.  

“This event is a good opportunity for people to come and relive some of our industrial past and have some fun at the same time. The waterways mean lots of things to many people so it’s great that visitors will gain a better understanding of the tunnel and canals importance. Our specialist guides will be on hand to thrill visitors with tales of the people who built the tunnel, how they built it and how they lived. Standedge is a massive part of our national heritage so it’s vital we continue to protect it for future generations to enjoy.”
As folklore goes, the opening of the tunnel was marked with dignitaries passing through the tunnel on ‘legged’ boats, with an expectant crowd at Diggle to see boats enter at the Diggle portal to voyage through to Tunnel End at Marsden with a live band playing ‘Rule Britannia’. In 1948, a group of Inland Waterways Association (IWA) members, including Robert Aickman, took a boat along the abandoned canal, and were the last people to navigate from Ashton-u- Lyne, through Standedge Tunnel and on to Huddersfield for more than 50 years.

As part of the three day celebrations, the Horseboating Society will be re-enacting the opening landmark day. To keep the costs down, the original tunnel was built without a towpath and while the horses crossed over the hill, the boat crew had to ‘leg’ the boat through the tunnel. This was done either by lying on boards across the boat and walking along the walls or by lying on the cabin to walk against the roof of the tunnel which could take up to four hours. 
Commenting on their three day legging demonstration, Sue Day, chairperson for the Horseboating Society, said: “We are excited by the prospect of legging the Standedge Tunnel on its 200th anniversary and we hope that members of the public will join the guided walks along the boat horse route over the tunnel top to follow the progress of the boats being legged through the tunnel below.” Enquiries about the walks can be made to Alan Schofield at al@harropcourt.freeserve.co.uk. 
Neville Kenyon, chairman of the Huddersfield Canal Society said: “This promises to be a great celebratory year. It is perhaps interesting to reflect that the canal will have a far longer existence as a leisure facility than it ever did for commercial purposes. The advent of the railways saw its demise, the Millennium its re-opening and, thanks to restoration, many future generations will be able to enjoy its very special attractions.” 

The campaign to restore the Huddersfield Narrow Canal took off in 1974, with the formation of the Huddersfield Canal Society.  In the early days there was little support for the scheme, which was dubbed the ‘impossible restoration’.  However, they never gave up and by the late 1990s they had successfully restored almost two thirds of the canal.  The remaining works were major civil engineering projects and thanks to a partnership between British Waterways and the Huddersfield Canal Society, together with Kirklees, Oldham and Tameside Councils and grants of £15million from the Millennium Commission and £12million from English Partnerships, the dreams were turned into reality and the navigation was fully re-opened to navigation in 2001.
The free event runs between 11am – 4pm on Saturday 2 April and Monday 4 April. Further details are available by calling the Standedge team on 01484 844298 or visiting www.standedge.co.uk. 

- ENDS -
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Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways (North)
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Notes to Editors
Standedge Tunnel is a great introduction to the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, a waterway of startling contrasts, from tranquil countryside to dramatic mills. The tunnel stretches over 3¼ miles long from Diggle at one of the Pennines, to Marsden at the other. Standedge Tunnel is the highest (196 metres above sea level), longest (5,029 metres) and deepest canal (194 metres) in the country. Standedge was a finalist in Welcome to Yorkshire’s 2010 White Rose Award’s for Small Visitor Attraction of the Year. www.standedge.co.uk The Huddersfield Narrow Canal runs for 20 miles between Huddersfield in West Yorkshire and Ashton under Lyne in Greater Manchester, UK and has a total of 74 locks. 
British Waterways cares for the nation’s 200-year old network of canals, rivers and docks, which attract over 13 million people each year for walking, cycling, angling, boating or simply the peace and quiet. The Government has backed British Waterways’ plans in England and Wales for its canals and rivers to leave state control to become a ‘national trust’ for the waterways. This exciting new charity, which is targeted to be up and running by April 2012, will attract new investment and give local people a greater role in how their waterways are run. www.britishwaterways.co.uk  
The Horseboating Society exists to promote horseboating and to preserve the heritage and skills of this once common form of transport. Horse-drawn boats are now very rare, for example, much rarer than a steam train. Journeys are carried out over the national network but especially in the north-west. See www.horseboating.org.uk
The Huddersfield Canal Society – Having achieved its aim of the restoration of the Huddersfield Narrow Canal to through navigation and public use, the Huddersfield Canal Society intends to take an active role in the canal's future, assisting British Waterways with operational and development initiatives. www.huddersfieldcanal.com/index.htm. 

Denby Dale Amateur Radio Society will be operating GB200HNC from Tunnel End, Marsden, near Huddersfield over the weekend of April 2nd and 3rd 2011. DDARS have obtained the special call sign GB200HNC, and will be operating on all HF bands over the whole weekend. Under the direct supervision of a licensed operator visitors will have the opportunity to send messages to other stations throughout the world. Full details from Richard M0RBG: m0rbg@talktalk.net or 07976 220126.



