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press release
2 March 2011
DRIVE TO CREATE VITAL HABITATS TO BOOST OWL NUMBERS 
	*** PHOTO OPPORTUNITY ***

	What:
	Installation of new barn owl nesting boxes at Tunnel End reservoir

	When:
	Thursday 3rd March: 1:00pm

	Where:
	Tunnel End Reservoir, Waters Road, Marsden, HD7 6NQ

	Contact:
	To book a photographer to visit site, please contact Simon Henry, 07789 178506 / simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk


New barn owl nest boxes are to be installed at Tunnel End reservoir next to Standedge Tunnel this week in a bid to help the plight of this threatened bird and help them flourish in some canal side homes, thanks to a £1,000 grant from The Waterway Trust’s Small Grants Scheme. 

Three new nesting boxes, suitable for owls and kestrels, will be installed by the Wildlife Conservation Partnership in collaboration with British Waterways, beside the reservoir to provide additional nesting options for one of Britain's most reclusive, yet most treasured birds.

Specifically designed A-frame nesting boxes will be located in a number of trees around the reservoir, where the habitat is strong enough to support the birds. 
British Waterways recently welcomed the grant of £1,000 from The Waterway Trust’s Small Grants Scheme which helps projects focussed on waterway birds that rely on Britain’s network of canals and rivers to live and breed.
Phillippa Baron, senior ecologist for British Waterways, said: “This is a fantastic scheme which we hope in time will encourage the birds to nest and help preserve their population. It is thanks to funding and cooperation with partner organisations and individuals that this type of project is possible. 

“Owls face a number of threats including the cutting down of trees, the destruction of natural grasslands and barn conversions, so it’s really important we do what we can to protect them. The waterways are home to many protected species and they provide an ideal home and feeding ground.”
As barn owls are a protected species (Wildlife and Countryside Act), British Waterways work alongside The Wildlife Conservation Partnership to carry out the annual maintenance and monitoring. They are licensed to handle the owls and ring them so biodiversity specialists can better understand the process by which the owl population is recovering.

A similar scheme along the Aire & Calder navigation began ten years ago and saw around 30 barn owl boxes installed along the canal. During their annual inspections last year, five separate broods were found nesting. The ground vegetation along river corridors provides a perfect linear route for the scheme with ditches and canals acting as prime feeding areas and the populations are beginning to increase after a steady decline in the 1980s.  
ENDS

For media enquiries please contact

Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways (North)
Tel: 07789 178506 or email simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk 

Notes to editors

British Waterways cares for Britain’s 200-year old network of historic canals, rivers and docks, which attract over 13 million people each year for walking, cycling, angling, boating or simply the peace and quiet.  We wish to establish a ‘national trust’ for the waterways in order to secure the network for future generations and to give local people a greater say in how they are run.  www.britishwaterways.co.uk

The Barn Owl is specially protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, making it unlawful to intentionally or recklessly disturb it whilst it is preparing to nest or is at the nest with eggs or young, or to disturb its dependent young. Inspection of nest sites can only be undertaken by fieldworkers holding a licence issued by the appropriate countryside agency:  Countryside Council for Wales, Natural England, Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage.



