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press release
13 January 2011
FIRE SKILLS WORKSHOPS SET TO RAISE MARSDEN’S TEMPERATURE
For all those people familiar with Imbolc Festival, now is the time to get involved, as a series of fun and creative workshops will be taking place over the next few weekends at Standedge Visitor Centre.

In the run up to the festival on Saturday 5 February, there’s the chance to discover some fire swinging skills, as well as learning how to make tissue and ‘withie’ lanterns which will then feature in the final performance. 
Now in its 19th year, the evening event is one of the biggest dates in Marsden’s calendar, attracting over 2,000 people each year, showcasing an amazing torchlit procession, theatrical performances, a dazzling pyrotechnic display and fire sculptures. 

The renowned community festival is a spectacular Celtic celebration heralding the beginning of spring.
Festival organiser, Angie Boycott-Garnett said: “The workshops we run at Standedge are designed to release people’s creative talents and they also give people the chance to walk away with some impressive performance skills. The lantern workshops are open to any age or ability so we hope that the wider community come down and join in.”
James Dean, visitor services manager for Standedge, commented: “It’s great that the visitor centre can be utilised for such an important event. The conference and event space we have here is ideal for all types of occasions and is a great resource for the local community.”
Leading up to the main event, the workshops will be run on the following dates:

· Saturday 15 January
· Saturday 22 January
· Saturday 29 January
Those interested in taking part in the fire skills workshop should contact Marsden Information Point on 01484 845595 for availability and full booking information. The workshops run between 10:30am – 12:30pm and then again at 1:30 – 3:30pm with a break for lunch. Refreshments are provided but visitors are asked to bring their own food.
For further details about the festival search 'Marsden Imbolc Fire Festival' on Facebook or visit: http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=28897413498ed by a shared lunch then 1.30 - 3.30ed by a shared lunch then 1.30 - 3.30
- ENDS -
For media information contact 
Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways (North)
Tel: 0113 281 6822 / 07789 178506 or email simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk
Notes to Editors
‘Imbolc’ marks the time when the Earth begins to wake-up after its winter sleep. Imbolc is a 2000 year old Celtic Festival which marks the first signs of spring, with fire and purification an essential aspect of this festival. The lighting of candles and fires represents the return of warmth and the increasing power of the Sun over the coming months – the spectacular fire display which closes the festival certainly sees to that!

Standedge Tunnel is a great introduction to the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, a waterway of startling contrasts, from tranquil countryside to dramatic mills. The tunnel stretches over 3¼ miles long from Diggle at one of the Pennines, to Marsden at the other. Standedge Tunnel is the highest (196 metres above sea level), longest (5,029 metres) and deepest canal (194 metres) in the country. Standedge was a finalist in Welcome to Yorkshire’s White Rose Award’s for Small Visitor Attraction of the Year. www.standedge.co.uk 


