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press release

17 August 2010
BATTY ABOUT BATS? 
JOIN STANDEDGE’S HUNT FOR THIS WINGED WONDER
If you ever fancied getting up close and personal with bats – now is your chance as Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre host a special Bat Night on Saturday 21 August. 

John Gregory of West Yorkshire Bat Group, conservation and bat research experts, will be guiding people around Standedge up to Eastergate Bridge near the Hey Green Hotel. Visitors will gain fascinating insights into this often misunderstood creature, dispelling some of the myths surrounding bats and discussing some of the issues they face.  

Although waterway bats are commonly associated with bridges and tunnels, they actually use the whole canal corridor to hunt for their insect prey.  The combination of open water, verges, hedgerows, trees and adjoining pasture provides a plentiful source of the insects they feed on at dusk.  Waterside bridges, aqueducts, culverts, walls, buildings and tunnels are also used as roosts, nursery and hibernation sites.

James Dean, visitor services manager at the Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre, said: “The canals are great places to spot all types of wildlife but this bat night will give people a fascinating insight into the lives of one particular animal that is perhaps less well known. Bat walks are extremely popular at this time of year and having the experts from the West Yorkshire Bat Group come to the centre is fantastic. The area is a haven for bats so at the very least we are sure to come across common & soprano pipistrelles and Bentons.” 
The evening begins at 8:00pm as bats are seldom seen in daylight, despite frequenting many waterway structures. Their roosts are often hidden behind apparently impossibly small crevices in canal structures.  
Booking is essential and prices are £5 for adults and £3.50 for children. To book please call Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre on 01782 785703. 
- ENDS -

For further information please contact 

Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways, North
Tel: 0113 281 6822 / 07789 178506 or email simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk
Notes to Editors

Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre – for more information visit www.standedge.co.uk. 
Guided boat trips into the tunnel last around 30 minutes and run 11.00am - 3.00pm on the hour weekdays and 10.00am - 4.00pm on the hour weekends. Admission to the visitor centre is free.
British Waterways cares for a 2,000-mile network of canals and navigable rivers across the country and works with a broad range of public, private and voluntary sector partners to improve the social, economic and environmental benefits of the inland waterways. For more information visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk  
Waterscape.com provides information on ALL of Britain’s waterways, and guides visitors through the complete waterside experience in an easy to use, fully comprehensive online resource. The site includes a full range of services including:

· How to hire a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage

· Recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water

· Best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants

· Waterway guides with information on visitor attractions, local history and wildlife

· News and events guides and listings


