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press release
6 September 2010
ROCK UP TO STANDEDGE AND TAKE AWAY A PIECE OF TUNNEL HISTORY
Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre will be giving away 100 special pieces of tunnel rock to the first 100 people who travel into the longest, highest and deepest canal tunnel in the country on Sunday 12 September. 
The free giveaway comes as part of England’s biggest and most popular voluntary cultural event – Heritage Open Day 2010. 

Over 9,000 people have travelled through the tunnel so far during 2010, but in a first for Standedge, the individually wrapped pieces of tunnel rock will give visitors the opportunity to walk away with a very rare piece of one of the ‘Seven Wonders of the Waterways’.  

Also, as a special heritage open day treat, those who come for Sunday’s 10:00am trip will be able to hop on board for free!

Organised by English Heritage, the mix of nationwide events celebrate England’s architecture and culture by allowing visitors free access to interesting properties that are either not usually open, or would normally charge an entrance fee. 
James Dean, visitor services manager for Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre, said: “What better way of celebrating the importance of our heritage than giving away a rare piece of our famous tunnel to a lucky few. Standedge and Huddersfield’s canals are steeped in fascinating history so this is a great event to get the community to explore their local heritage. We’ve also got lots of other things happening including a classic car rally, interesting local history displays and our exciting boat trips to keep all the family entertained.”

As an extra special bonus, an original 150-year-old minute book, which was originally thrown out in the rubbish in the 1940s, will also be on public show for the very first time. The book relates to London & North West Railway Company’s ownership of the Huddersfield canals and gives a fascinating insight into life on the canal during the mid 19th Century.

Commenting on the very first public display of the minute book, Judy Jones, heritage advisor for British Waterways North said: “The book contains invaluable minute records about the Huddersfield Narrow Canal when it was under ownership of the railways from 1855-1869. There are some fascinating entries in the book, including one where Standedge Tunnel was damaged from rock and shale from railway traffic in the adjoining tunnel in February 1856. We can learn so much about life on the canals from social documents like this so we’re really pleased to be able to put the original on show for the public.”

As an added bonus to the day, Standedge will also be hosting a classic car rally courtesy of the Manchester group of the Standard Motor Club. A range of Standard manufactured classic and vintage cars manufactured from 1906 onwards will be on display including amongst others; a 1948 and 1949 Triumph Roadster, a 1951 and 1957 Morris Minor Convertible, a 1956 and 1957 Standard Super 10, a 1976 Triumph Stag and a 1967 Triumph Herald Convertible.
To further provide some heritage delights the Marsden Local History Group will also be putting up their display in the visitor centre and local artist Pat Osborne will be performing some narrowboat painting demonstrations throughout the day. 

This special event will run from 10.00am - 4pm and the free bits of tunnel rock are only available on a first come first served basis on Sunday 12 September. 
- ENDS -

For further information please contact 

Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways, North

Tel: 0113 281 6822 / 07789 178506 or email simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk
Notes to Editors

Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre – for more information visit www.standedge.co.uk. 
Guided boat trips into the tunnel last around 30 minutes and run 11.00am - 3.00pm on the hour weekdays and 10.00am - 4.00pm on the hour weekends. Admission to the visitor centre is free. The tunnel, which took over 16 years to build, runs for 3 miles 406 yards long (5210m) between Marsden and Diggle and is 645 feet above sea level (147m) and 638 feet (145m) below the moorland of Standedge.
British Waterways cares for a 2,000-mile network of canals and navigable rivers across the country and works with a broad range of public, private and voluntary sector partners to improve the social, economic and environmental benefits of the inland waterways. For more information visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk  
Minute book – some of the fascinating facts recorded include:

· The death of a 2 ½ year-old child named Mary Ann Taylor in August 1857 from injuries received whilst playing near the canal at Golcar – she was crushed between the balance beam of the Low Lock Gate and the wall. An inquest had determined cause of death to be accidental with no blame attached to the company.

· A recommendation that the canal house at Wool Road be divided into two cottages to accommodate work people, estimated at £30 (Nov 1855)

· The sudden death from a heart attack of one of Messrs. Kenworth’s boatmen in Standedge Tunnel while legging his boat through.

· An order that a new tunnel boat be built at an estimated expense of £70 in July 1856
· A prolonged stoppage of the canal between Huddersfield and Ashton in May 1856 due to limited supply of water from the reservoirs.

· An authorisation to lay gas piping in the canal warehouse at Marsden at an estimate of £3 including 23 shillings for a meter (Jan 1857)

· An authorisation to buy 10 English oak trees for lock gates and balance poles at an estimated expense of £20 (Jan 1857)
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