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press release

3 August 2010
JEWEL IN THE WATERWAYS CROWN AIMING TO CAPTURE TOP YORKSHIRE AWARD
In the run up to next year’s 200th birthday celebrations, Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre has just been confirmed as a shortlisted nominee in Welcome to Yorkshire’s White Rose Awards – the biggest celebration of tourism in Yorkshire.
Shortlisted in the ‘Small Visitor Attraction of the Year’ award, Standedge will now have to wait until final judging has been carried out in September to see if it’s beaten off competition from Barley Hall, Harrogate Turkish Baths & Health Spa, Kirklees Light Railway, Stillingfeet Lodge Gardens & Nursery and Scampston as in Walled Garden.

This year's winners will be decided by a panel of independent judges chaired by Barbara Woroncow OBE and announced at a black tie event on Monday 4 October at the Yorkshire Event Centre at the Great Yorkshire Showground in Harrogate.

James Dean, visitor services manager for Standedge said: “We’re delighted to be on the shortlist for such an important tourism award. We pride ourselves on being a real family friendly visitor attraction with something for all ages to enjoy, whether it’s a trip into the tunnel or visiting one of our special events. As a team we’re keeping everything crossed that we will win the prize in October which would be a great way to kick off the celebrations for what will be the tunnel’s 200th birthday year in 2011.” 
Shortlisted finalists will now be mystery visited with the results being presented to the panel for final judging in September, which will further support the entry material already submitted.

The news comes as Standedge gets ready for a very busy weekend with a whole range of exciting activities planned for its visitors:

· Falconry Day (Sunday 8 August) - an amazing collection of eagles, falcons, hawks, kites, vultures and owls. Spectacular flying demonstrations as well as the chance to get the ultimate hands on experience by holding some of the birds and speak to expert handlers.
· Volunteer Open Day (Sat 7 & Sun 8 August) – find out how to get involved volunteering on projects including organising bicentenary events and education initiatives. 
· ‘Artsfest’ (throughout August) – month long exhibition in the visitor centre with over 30 local artists work on show. Free entry.
Guided boat trips into the tunnel last around 30 minutes and run 11.00am - 3.00pm on the hour weekdays and 10.00am - 4.00pm on the hour weekends. Admission to the visitor centre is free.
- ENDS -

For further information please contact 

Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways, North
Tel: 0113 281 6822 / 07789 178506 or email simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk
Notes to Editors

Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre – for more information visit www.standedge.co.uk 

British Waterways cares for a 2,000-mile network of canals and navigable rivers across the country and works with a broad range of public, private and voluntary sector partners to improve the social, economic and environmental benefits of the inland waterways. For more information visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk  
Waterscape.com provides information on ALL of Britain’s waterways, and guides visitors through the complete waterside experience in an easy to use, fully comprehensive online resource. The site includes a full range of services including:

· How to hire a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage

· Recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water

· Best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants

· Waterway guides with information on visitor attractions, local history and wildlife

· News and events guides and listings


