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press release
22 July 2010
MONTH LONG ART ATTACK DRAWS IN AT STANDEDGE

On Saturday 31 July, Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre will be launching it’s month long celebration of local art with it’s third ‘Artsfest’ event. 

The free art exhibition, held in the Thomas Bourne Room of the stunning Grade II Listed visitor centre, will feature a whole host of different art work from over 30 local artists. 

The works on display will reflect the diversity of talent in the region and will include many genres such as Chinese ink and watercolours, wood engravings, acrylics, pastels, digital photography and metal relief sculptures.  

In continuing Standedge’s art theme a Craft and Gift Fair will be held this weekend (24/25th), with two days of crafts on sale by local craftspeople. 

Also, a treat is in store with a special guest appearance from famed poet, Simon Armitage at 8pm on Saturday night. Simon will be doing a special poetry reading as part of his journey along the Pennine Way. Visit www.simonarmitage.com and click ‘Pennine Way’ to read all about how he’s going to do it! 
James Dean, visitor services manager at Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre said: “Artsfest is an event we really enjoy here at Standedge as it’s such a great way to start off the summer. It’s fantastic to have so many local artists and craftspeople here to show off their talents as well as our extra special treat of welcoming Simon Armitage. With this event and others throughout the summer including Falconry Day and our world famous boat trips, we can’t wait to get started.”  
The Artsfest exhibition will run from 10:30am – 4:00pm each day. For more information on Standedge please visit www.standedge.co.uk or call 01782 785 703. 
- ENDS -
For further media information please contact

Simon Henry, Marketing & Communications Executive, British Waterways North

Tel: 0113 281 6822 / 07789 178506 or email simon.henry@britishwaterways.co.uk
Notes to editors

A preview evening is to be held on Friday 30 July between 7pm – 9pm for artists and journalists. Please contact Simon for further information.
British Waterways cares for a 2,000-mile network of canals and navigable rivers throughout Britain, working to provide a sustainable future for the inland waterways and generate maximum benefit and enjoyment to all from this unique environmental and leisure resource. We work with a broad range of public, private and voluntary sector partners to unlock the potential of the inland waterways and generate income for reinvestment in the waterways for the benefit of the millions who visit and care for the waterways every year.  
Waterscape.com provides information on ALL of Britain’s waterways, and guides visitors through the complete waterside experience in an easy to use, fully comprehensive online resource.  The site includes a full range of services including:

· How to hire a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage

· Recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water

· Best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants

· Waterway guides with information on visitor attractions, local history and wildlife

· News and events guides and listings

· www.waterscape.com/standedge 



