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GET INVOLVED IN YOUR LOCAL CANAL AT VOLUNTEER OPEN WEEKEND

Local communities are being invited to play an active role in the future of their local waterway – with a special open weekend being staged at Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre for prospective volunteers.  The event is part of a wider drive by British Waterways, which cares for Britain’s 200-year old network of canals and rivers, to encourage more people to get actively involved in their local waterway. 

Now, one of the ‘Seven Wonders of the Waterways’ is offering individuals, groups and societies the chance to participate in helping preserve this vital national asset. There’s also an exciting opportunity to ‘Get Involved’ in helping organise next year’s bicentenary celebrations for a creative and energetic event volunteer. 
The first in a series of volunteer open weekends is being held at Standedge Tunnel & Visitor Centre on Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 August, between 11.00am and 4.00pm, giving people a first hand chance to see how they might become involved and make a difference.
Visitor Centre Manager James Dean said the attraction offered a unique opportunity for people with some free time to make a real contribution to their environment, have some fun and get involved in shaping the future of an important national treasure. There’s the chance to learn from some of the vastly experienced team including Fred Carter who has worked on the canal for over 40 years.
James commented: “Standedge Tunnel is an iconic structure and a world class example of working heritage. Years ago it was saved from dereliction largely through the efforts of volunteers. Now we want to give volunteers a chance to play a more active role in its life and in its future, whether through helping to care for the unique riverside grounds or through passing on their passion to the thousands of people who travel from across the world each year to visit it. 
“With half of the population living within five miles of one of our waterways, whether they have a few hours to give or are after a more full time role, there’s something for everyone.”
Volunteer Co-ordinator Cassie Weaver said volunteering brings significant benefits both to waterside communities and the waterways, enabling communities to engage with their local environment. 
“Standedge and the canals of Huddersfield are really special places and offer fantastic opportunities to get involved, and learn new skills, from wildlife rescue and event management to heritage recording and towpath repairs. It’s also a great opportunity for people to get training and extra work experience and have a chance to meet new people in a fun environment,” said Cassie.  
Standedge will be looking for event volunteer roles as well as a retail assistant, education volunteer and a visitor guide and during the day there will be hands-on activities for people to get involved in. All the details can be found via a post code search at http://www.waterscape.com/things-to-do/volunteering/opportunities-to-volunteer. 
British Waterways aims to promote volunteering across the UK’s waterways, working nationwide with volunteers and volunteering organisations to offer a range of high quality experience to the broadest possible cross section of people. 
For more information on this fascinating opportunity to get more involved in Standedge Tunnel and to help maximise the benefits that waterways bring to society contact Cassie Weaver on or visit www.britishwaterways.co.uk/volunteer
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Notes to editors

British Waterways cares for a 2,000-mile network of canals and navigable rivers throughout Britain, working to provide a sustainable future for the inland waterways and generate maximum benefit and enjoyment to all from this unique environmental and leisure resource. We work with a broad range of public, private and voluntary sector partners to unlock the potential of the inland waterways and generate income for reinvestment in the waterways for the benefit of the millions who visit and care for the waterways every year.  British Waterways is a partner of the UK International Year of Biodiversity 2010 www.biodiversityislife.net/
Waterscape.com provides information on ALL of Britain’s waterways, and guides visitors through the complete waterside experience in an easy to use, fully comprehensive online resource.  The site includes a full range of services including:

· How to hire a canal boat or waterside holiday cottage

· Recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water

· Best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants

· Waterway guides with information on visitor attractions, local history and wildlife

· News and events guides and listings

Standedge Tunnel is a great introduction to the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, a waterway of startling contrasts, from tranquil countryside to dramatic mills. The tunnel stretches over 3¼ miles long from Diggle at one of the Pennines, to Marsden at the other. Standedge Tunnel is the highest (196 metres above sea level), longest (5,029 metres) and deepest canal (194 metres) in the country. Standedge was a finalist in Yorkshire Tourist Board’s 2009 White Rose Award Category for Visitor Attraction of the Year (under 50,000 visitors). www.standedge.co.uk 








